
FLEXIBILITY OF THE SYSTEM

Individual exercise on “what’s your own situation?” to think about the elements
of an inclusive, learning-friendly classroom

Understanding Inclusive, Learning-Friendly Classrooms

Which classroom below do you think is inclusive and learning-friendly?

Classroom A

Twenty learners are crowding together on
benches behind desks with their exercise
books open and pens in their hands. The
trainer is writing questions on the
blackboard. The trainer makes sure that
he/she writes questions exactly as they are
written in the textbook. The learners, who
are sitting on the right side of the room, copy what the trainer has written on the blackboard into their
exercise books. While the learners, who are sitting on the left side of the room, have to wait for the
trainer to move out of their sight so that they can see what he/she has written before they can copy it
into their exercise books. As he/she writes, the trainer asks: ”Are you copying the questions I am
writing?”

Everyone answers: ”Yes”



Classroom B

The learners are sitting in small circles. The trainer is
explaining something. In one group, the learners are
talking about personal/professional situations regarding
the topic of the lesson. The trainer has shown them some
common examples and asked them to bring new ones. The
learners work together to make a list of other examples
related to the topic. One learner is having difficulties in
making proper examples. The trainer tries to reformulate
the example, giving it the right direction for the discussion
and using it as a new impulse for the topic.

Now, answer the following questions :

• Which one of these two classrooms do you believe is inclusive and learning-friendly?

• In what ways is it inclusive and learning-friendly?

Reflection Activity: What’s My Situation?

Think about the elements of an inclusive, learning-friendly classroom mentioned above, and ask yourself
the following questions.

• What type of classroom do I work in?

• What changes can I introduce to make my classroom more inclusive and learning friendly?

• How can I make the topics I teach more interesting for my students so they will want to learn about
them?

• How can I arrange my classroom so that ALL of the students are learning together?



Addressing the problem of “Create flexibility in education systems”

The following article talks about early school leaving in VET schools.

The article addresses the problem of “Providing choices, not closing doors” and contains interesting
insights into the issue of flexibility in the learning environment as it proposes inclusive and flexible
solutions for VET learners. So why not apply them also to adult learners?

https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/toolkits/vet-toolkit-tackling-early-leaving/intervention-approaches/f
lexible-education-and-training-systems

Activity

Select two tips which you think are relevant to the adult education dimension.

Then, add (or re-adapt from the list in the article) two more tips to the world of adult education.

https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/toolkits/vet-toolkit-tackling-early-leaving/intervention-approaches/flexible-education-and-training-systems
https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/toolkits/vet-toolkit-tackling-early-leaving/intervention-approaches/flexible-education-and-training-systems

